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ycXPOST Sixfiea is a 

-s kite men t of Labour Pam home 
llicy m be ^submitted by the Nai- 
liaJ Executive to the Annual Con- 
pocc m be held in Blackpool in 
poben Tn the words of the author? 
the slalemem. the> “have not 

B ro draw up a comprehensive 
festo*^. There is time between 
^ and the next general election 
the *^sit nation to change” and 
Je would regard it as folly to anti- 
pte at this Conference the Purty'^ 
ion programme” In a previous 
ly publication the general secre- 
Mr Morgan Phillips, had writ* 

' however that 

|WTiat the paft> nefrdv todav is not 
«r batch cf policy dc<eymcnu or 
|lled blueprints but a clear staicmcnl 
,af our disimctive auitwde to post^ 
and of the direction 
|ahciuNI ^vc the niiion*s alfairs'V 

inti with this view the authors 
[Sigiipcst /or Tfie Sixntts “con- 
and they declare that their 
aim has been lo make good 
important deficiency in the 
ilulation of Socialist policy ". To 
end they have 

blighted ii%'£ themes — planning and 
iimic eapamion. the use of our land. 

approach to sodul security, 
gir^ educational opportunity and 
fcaiatiorL These ijsucs, wc believe, 
hng mcrea^mgly sighihcant and 
Hjiimrale both oui crriique of the 
.^uent Society and ihc Socialist 
r ive ftscoirimcnd. 

^te of rhes^ tw o references in 
Forword to ’Socialist policy" 
‘“Socialist remedies" the pages 
follow are as barren of social- 
I a they arc if what Mr. Phillips 
lo a “liiiitinctive altitude" 
pj-i-war capitalism or of “the 
direct! in" he thought the party 
i^Tj«aki give the nation’s allairs". If 


Signpost 

Nowhere 



one can describe Stgftposf for rhe 
Sixties Jn u sentence: it is Lin 
attemptsave capitalism in this 
country and “to prevent Britain 
from bccomLog a backwater" which 
is our fate if oiir atfairs remain in 
the hands of a Tory' govern me ni 
and a handful of industrial mono- 
poiisis. 

We are told that live in a 
scientific revolution". That in the 
past Hfteen years ‘"man's knowledge 
and his power over nature" have 
growm more than in the previous 
century. It is “an epoch of revolu¬ 
tionary change’*. But far from eoiv 
eluding that the "scientific revolu¬ 
tion" can only be matched by a 
revolution in our thinking the 
Labour Party pundits cannot see be^ 
yond the ends of their noses, and we 
have lo read this kind of stuff: 

Jn ^uch an epoch of revolutionary 
change, those who identify hiss^z 
with liberty arc enemieii. however un- 
w’litine. of democracy. The enlargement 
of freedom which wc all desire cannot 
be achieved by opposing Slate interven¬ 
tion but only by assuring that rLatianaJ 
resources are wisely allDcatcd and com- 
muniLy services are humanely pbnned. 

It should be unnecessary to state 
that anarchists are not opposed to 
planning. Whenever we write lhal 
production should be geared to sat¬ 
isfying human needs vve are clearly 
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tions. it firit o«d Gerald HoUon'i faro 
ou- NO ’i^mbol which is now used 
Ih fi^ughout the world, h made the idea 
of non-violent civil disobedience famihat 
in ihi, cournr v. M deserves a place m 
Britjdi social biiiory beside the Women s 
S*>c a ' ^ PoUiJCdl liiiion It he Suflmgenesi 
and the National Unemployed Workers 
MitvenicfJt Ohc Hunger Marchersi Bui 
’ llic time i*% leaden have leJused li. 
push thcinsclv4f forward and lake the 
trcilii the) dcirrved; I hat sort of ihinij 
* . hvvr. left II. f Nl). And imw DAC 
h rjfi ahi'vi^tl into the tonimiUei 
*< FO An has closed. 
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expressing a belief that production 
(and services, of coursel should be 
planned in the interests of the con¬ 
sumer who ts di the same lime the 
producer. Such a planned economy 
however does not require centralised 
government, experts, executives or 
technocrats, however humane, deter¬ 
mining for us w'hat are our needs. 
// the power iies with the people, 
(and it should be pointed out* since 
most “socialists*’ seem to have for¬ 
gotten. that this is what democracy 
is supposed to be I ). But the Labour 
Party “sociatists** are really net 
concerned with th? relationship be 
tween production and living how¬ 
ever much they may defend Health 
services, education for all, housing 
for the people and security for the 
aged. Their statement is a long 
apx>]ogia for the capitalist system 
with large doses of State control to 
counteract the crises of capitalism 

Qiir rate of industrial advance ha$ 
heen faltering; and the rapid and can- 
Linuous expansion requirj^d to keep 
abreast of our compelitors has been 
frustrated. Every time production has 
increased, we have run into an export 
irnpori crisis and industrial production 
hfli been halted once again by a crisdil 
squeeze and bj other governmental 
restrict Eons. 

The seriousness of these “crises' 
is not so much their effect on the 
ordinary people w'hose lives are not 
all that much upset by these “high- 
level economic problems** as the 
long-term effect on the nation as a 
nation. 

Like any other great organi^iatiori. a 
nation that fads to make progress soon 
begins to slip backwards In this epoch 
of change, to stand still is to decline 
The danger that laces us, after a decade 
of complacent Tory Government is not 
tho sudden catastrophe of slump and 
mass unemployment but piecemeal 
economic deterioration and gradual poJi- 
tical decline, These pro£es,ses of decay 
have, indeed, already begun. But there 
is still time to halt them and to restofe 
That public spirit and colleciivo dynamic 
which (his country needs if it is to re- 
main prosperoyf and lo play its lull rule 
m tlie second halt of Itid twentieth een- 
tuu s 

It h diilk'uli to kiitiw where to 


Labour Apoiogia for Capitalism 

!jUiri commenting! It is clear that 
it is trot only dc GauUe who dreams 
ot a strong* influential ptttrie: for 
the language of Uie last two sen 
tetices we have quoted from the 
Galtskdi-Crossmait documem, only 
have meaning in such a comexi 
Otherwise from a socialist point ol 
view it is just a lot of balderdash 
fIncidentally when they mik of 
"restoring* that public spirit* etc.* 
when did it exist before? Was 
there a time when the capitalists 
were jolly decent chaps? Or were 
they thinking of the bad (good?l 
old days w'hen workers really did 
work and doffed iheir caps to the 
master and didn't keep on thinking 
about more w'ages and fewer work¬ 
ing hours?). 

But it is just as well perhaps U; 
rid oneself of the illusion that the 
Labour Party “socialists" of tlK 
2nd internaijonal are international' 
ists. If one accepts that they arc 
chauvinists at heart it will be easiei 
to explain their attitude to such 
questions as unilateralism in out 
time and to war at all Einies. *And 
the L.P.’s document is full of re¬ 
vealing passages which illustrate the 
narrowmess of their political and 
economic horizons. For instance in 


references to take-overs in which 
not Lvnly do firms swallow each 
other up but are "even swallowed 
up by foreign tirms"* and to private 
finance, the term “unpatriotic*' is 
twice used: 

' The British p&upEc uarniOL be asked 
much lonjfer to subscribe to this curioui 
and fundamentally unpairiatk ducirine ” 
*Thc miniment of the plan, therefore 
must noi be sacrificed to the dictates of 
private finance, of private profit or ^pecu- 
lation, or outmoded firtanciat techniques. 
Of unpatriotic manoeuvring^ m [oreiE,n 
exchange.” 

And on numerous occasions one 
comes across references to “com¬ 
petitors", “industrial rivals*’, "for¬ 
midable competition" in connection 
With foreign markets. Of course the 
Labour Party “socialists" are very 
anxious that Britain's share of the 
export markets should considerably 
increase , , . at the expense of their 
“rivals** and “competitors’*—the 
Germans, French, Italians, etc. But 
ii the prosperity of the British 
p-eople depends on Britain capturing 
a larger share of world markets it 
will be at the expense of other ex¬ 
porting iiaitons and of the living 
standards of the people of the coun- 
Coniinued on page 3 


The Constitutional Fiddle 


^^j/'HATEVER else the revised 
const! luliDn for Northern 
Rhodesia has nor done* it has pro¬ 
duced a genera! agreement on its 
complexity of execution although its 
intention is clear enough. 

The February Wliite Paper wliich 
formed the basis of discussion for 
the constitution, limited as it was. 
suggested that: — 
in theory at any rate. African or prL5- 
African candidates nfi^ht win all 15 of 
the '^opcri'* ^euts. and thuv give them 
jn scak in the Icgi^ialivc cuundl as 
against 1.^ European $eais. 

According to the Daily Express. 
the Prime Minister personally order¬ 
ed changes in the AVhite Paper 
which v/culd SLilisfy, or at any rate 
mollify, the demands made b> Sir 
Roy Weiensk) and his white fol¬ 
lowers. These simply mean that 
the white minority will continue to 
exercise effective control. 

The main change under the new 
plan meajis that: 

15 moiubers will be elccia.} on 
the iippt'r roll (mainh Europeaal 1> on 
the K>wwr (dll lalnuwl whivlfy iion 


European L and 14 will be elected by 
seven two-mem her constituencies, cf 
which Ecuir are to be “reserved”. The 
reserved consiiiuent-tcs are frach to re* 
turn one .African and one European. 
The remaining two-member constituen¬ 
cies will be elected candidates If they 
receive a prescribed mini mum number 
of votes from both the upper and lower 
rolls. The new plan siitTens the mini- 
mum conditions for election. 

.A fifteenth constituency is to be 
created for the Asian arid coloured com- 
niuoities in Northern Rhodesia who wftt 
elect a candidate of their own kind. 

The Africans wilt find it hard to win 
an) of the national “seals’ as they have 
to gain 121 per cent., or 4tX) voters from 
the Europeans. 

This cqnstitutianul fiddle which 
has been put feirward under ihe pre¬ 
text of "favouring moderates of all 
parties'* has niet with Sir Roy’s ap¬ 
proval but the .African leaders do 
not share his view of the changes 
Lind it is to then) that the ordinary 
African will uIttmateK give his 
support 

It would seem that the struggle 
in Rhodesia is only beginning. 
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The Waste Land 


evidence Ihiai iKnmcihins is Being Done 
and the Hidden Persuaders, Status SecL- 
cfi and Wflsip Makers are FiilJji Awaie 
of the llangcTh of their Persuading. 
Scckmg and Viaking, 

« « • 

The hook commences with a dcitenp- 
tton of Corriiucopia City of the future 
with paper-house*, expendable cars, 
rocket-iaunchtngs of consumer goods, 
and deeJaration* by repair-men's unions 
that nothing more than iwo-ycars-oJd 
wourd be repaired. Packard then eoes 
on to point out that modern America is 
fa si approaching this stage, through 
overabundance of staples, amenities and 
friiJs and that even the Government is 
not free of wastefulness, ll might be 
mentioned that this couritry's lag be¬ 
hind the US. in this respect i* a matter 
of regret to some, although we are 
catching up fa*i. 

The aim of American society, stales 
Packard, is the increase of consumption 
and slaving off the menace of the falling 
off of demand. This is done by the 
rapid necessity of replace me nis, the pro¬ 
vision of more items per family unit, the 
improved model. The difftculij arises 
from the fact that up to a certain point 
in functtonal goods, improvemenu can¬ 
not be made. This gap is filled oy 
gadgetry and packaging. 

Thts faith in an expansion of consump¬ 
tion is given in slogans such as "‘Buy 
your way to prosperity”. The rate of 
growth of Ihe AmcricaTi economy rs 
taken, claims Packard, as a measuremeni 
of success rather than the nature of goods 
produced. The creation of desires is the 
function of society. The ins^tence On 
buying more has Jed to the two-car 
family, the two house famil.v, the tele¬ 
vision in every room, the waM-to-wafi 
carpet, the deodorant for ‘he" and "she', 
the ‘breakfast' coffee as distinct from the 
‘after-dinner" coffee, 

Packard instances power lawn-mowers 
as an invasion of gadgetry and the pro- 
tiferaiion of tail fins and peifol-consum- 
ing devices in cars. The latter has led 
10 the importation of less-ostentatious 
and more serviceable foreign cars. 

The throwaway" spirit penades T.V 
commercials which insist on perpetual 
consumption. To assist this and lo hint 
improvements where none exists, pack¬ 
aging is a thriving industry. Packar d 
estimates that the average American 
family spends S500 per year on pack- 
acing—alj of which is thrown awayf 

Faced with consumer-resistance in ob¬ 
stinately clinging to old lelevision sets^ 
cars and lypcw-riters commerce has in¬ 
troduced the ‘trade-ifi’, w'here a new 
brand is purchased and the customer- is 
credited With an ‘allowance' on bis old 
goods. These old goods arc promptly 
iunked since the "allowance* is merely a 
price-cut in order to sumulaic sales. 

This is one of the more legal and 
ethical methods of stimulating consump- 
iion. Packard tells of a poiato-peder 
manufacturer who discovered ihai if he 
coloured his peelers the same shade as 
poLata-peel his sales increased because of 
the number of thrown-away peelers. He 
also gives an account of "heating en¬ 
gineers" who turned out to be boiler 
salesmen whose technique was to '‘ex¬ 
amine" and wreck boilers and sell the 


harassed housewife a new boiJet on the 
grounds that her old one was condemned. 
English readers will remember the eiv 
cyciopaedja salesmen with the vague 
nffitiations with Education Dcparimcnts 
who sliH infest the suburbs ami pro¬ 
vinces. 

Wtih a quotation from .'Arthur Miller, 
Packard introduces his chapter on 
planned obsolescence'. 

Willy Lornan in Dfrnh af c Saitsman 
says: 

Onct in nn Ufe i would Ukt lo ohii 
somt thing mil right be/ore ti's brok*>i\ 
tm ut-ways in a race with the jankyiirdl 
i just finish paving for ifte car and if"j 
<?#i its last Irgs. The frfngeratar con¬ 
sumes belts tike a goddam nmniat . They 
time those things. 7A<v them so 

whm yoif'i'e finally paid for them, 
they're used itp. 

'Planned obsolescence" is the kernel ol 
Packard's book in the same way that the 
'affluent lociciy' sums up Galbraith and 
■conspicuous consumption' VebJen. But 
like Galbrailh's phrase, ■planned ob 
solesccncc" is often misinterpreted, 

Willy Lontan's interpretation !s not the 
one of which designers and salesmen 
proudly speak. They aim, says Packard, 
at changing the product conxtanily so 
that consumption expands This can he 
done by three methods, la) Obsolescence 
of function, ih} Qbsokscence of qual¬ 
ity; goods wear out. Obsolescence 
ol desirability, The Utter js achieved 
by cbaitgci in fashion fsiylingl, this is 
applied chiefly to womens clothing, has 
spread to cars, but has widened consid¬ 
erably in its scope, one of ils by-products 
is a stream-lined frigidairc. 

The justification for this three-pronged 
attack is that ‘it makes work'. Indeed 
says Packard it makes America *a repair¬ 
man's paradise". So many of the good* 
sold need repair frequently and so many 
ol the gadgets are too complex for 
simple home repairs. 

Work continues on the sales side. 
Desperate attempts are made to find the 
‘soft scir or break down "the bard sell' 
—by means of free gifts. *tradc-jna‘. bar¬ 
gains, and price-cutting. Present ailcmpls 
in Britain to break resale price main¬ 
tenance agreements are indicative of the 
pressures, 

Packard instances instalment selling 
and the Diners' club as methods of 
breaking down Miles-rexistanct. Side by 
side with these helps to easy spending 
goes the "Go on! Spoil Yourself!" type 
of advertising with its frank ap^al to 
the belly. The commercialisation cf 
Christmas* the gift-card racket and the 
spawning of Fathers", Mothers" and (who 
knows?) eventually Bastard** Day are 
all olicrings on the altar of CDnsumptmn. 
Dichtcf s department of molivaiion re¬ 
search connects the theme of this book 
with Packard** The Hidden Persuaden. 

The rapid growth of the populaiion is 
connected with this expanding economy. 
Every new- baby is a hew consumer. The 
leen-age market is specially studied with 
the aim of ‘catching them young*. 

Packard analyses the failures of this 
type of society in ternts with which wv 
have become painfully fatnihar. Pack¬ 
ard"* marshalling of facts is impressive. 
His diagnosis is a liiilc curious and hts 
remedies sirike one as distinctly odd. 


WITHIN THE TRAP 


TfxN'CE P.ACKARD'S two pre\iou> 

- The Hidden Persuaders and The 

Sintttf Seekers have been best-sellers but 
The Hdne MakersT ihe critics seemed lo 
have turned against Mr. Packard He 
has been denounced for his lack of 
acadcfnic sociological standing <hc is only 
an aswKiaie member of the .-American 
Sociologrcal Society) and consequently 
his books have not been given serious 
considcraiion. That they reach a wider 
public than a more schctlarh Ph D. 
thesis on the Tendendrs of a Market 
Econ&nty to mimitlaie ercesstre 

sumer react urns seems to be a point in 
Mr. Packard’s favour. It is true that 
there is a certain amount of wild surmise* 
gcm!Tahzaiiom writing down and fin the 
faier part of the book) a tendency lo 
aermonize which seems a necessity in 
writing for a wider public. A more ser¬ 
ious aacusation is that like many .Ameri¬ 
can muck-rokef*. Mr. Packard has been 
accepted as part of the cstahJishment 
and hi$ morsef of criticism is taken as 
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"YOU CAN TOUCH ME\ fay 
Chri$itne Billion, Scorpion Prois, 
I5i. 

1 are uccuiiomed to "b|uc-$ky' 
book*, which, under ihc guise ni 
Chmebc. EmcrMjniun. Jewish. Catholic, 
Hindu, Raiionalist ur even ’'common 
senfcc" phiJoftOphy* seek to reassute us 
about Jilc, telling uh that »t h, de$pilc 
appearances at time** realty wonderful. 
I here a place far ^uch work$* withaui 
doubi. But Chrisiinc BiUstmN $erte$ of 
autobiographical ikelches represents 
what might be calkd a *'grey-sky"’ or 
even u "black-sky*' book. She has her 
pleasures, but her world is grim! Some- 
cimes she even writes as if she were 
parodying a "blue-sky"* book. 

'i have met happy people, people who 
seemeii to ha\c a smile hidden in Ihcir 
hearts. Bui 1 have always been shocked 
by (he materialistic comfon in which 
they seemed lo live"* 


The world of civilisaiton is a vmsi 
trap. 

’’Always at the end of lenn ihe last 
thing 1 did was to play the ftrsl few 
bars of Tchaikovsky’s Concerto in B 
fiat minor on the piano in (he classroom. 
I liked ihe utmosphere of empty desks 
and no more work. 1 liked the idea of 
no more forced religion or Jong walks 
in the bleak countryside or games of 
hockey. 1 was always quite satisfied lo 
see my ugly school receding into the 
background* and lo feci that once again 
I could eat chips, look at boys, and be 
myself wiihout rules, 

"Bur the rules came. At first I en- 
|oyed them because they w'ere dilfereni 
rules. Then I laugbt myself to think, 
and to wonder why I always obeyed 
wiihout question. Since then life has 
become complicated. The world has 
become a huge ^hool from which there 
seems to be no fensiblc escape, except 
death which I do not want." 


True ic* fcnii coinpl ^ ihjii r 15- 
of socmiy makes America look fatuous 
as a woftii He imtance^ Russian 

fuccessoi, in space travel sti a rebuke 
to an America preoccupied with tail Qn^ 
and colour T.V fVlight noi the Spni^--- 
bc a Russian form of planned " ^ 
Icicence^i. Packard warm that an - 
panding economy allows foreign com- 
petitorv lo cnlcr American markets. He 
asserts that this reliance on sates pro¬ 
motion leads to commercial otigarchies. 
but surely the monopoly tendencies m 
capitnliim have been ohvTous for yTcars. 
but It IK intiTvSling to ice the cfFeci of 
ndveriEving in creating newspaper mono, 
polies. 

His other dusgnosiv iv that this oui- 
(Muring of goods changes Ibc life 
and not for the belief. For example, the 
vTist traffic problem caused b> minor-car 
<;aJesmanvhip. the urbanivaiton of the 
countryside, and the effect* of detefgents 
upon rivers and canals. 

'Vance Packard goes on to point out 
the dw'indUtif reiourcev multirtg fn>m 
this ecortom> of waste. Paper, metal, 
foiwl fuels, food and water he lists a> 
eispendablc. In passing he mentions the 
possibilities in atomic power but men¬ 
tions the liide-effecH ot the problem of 
disposal of radio-acuve wnMes. 

In another field this commereittlisaiion 
of life subiects ui, so Packard says 10 
increajiing advertismg pressure through 
T.V^, riewspaperv and posters The 
quality of our aesthetic sensibility 1 * 
assaulted constantly by advertising Ad- 
vertismg and salesmanship verge on the 
fraudulent in such devices as switch 
talcs" anti the faked T.V. demonstration. 

• * • 

There is a story of an old coloured 
woman attending a revivalist meeting and 
enihustasticalfy ‘Hallclujahing denun 
ciations of fornication, murder arvJ 
simony, who was heard to mutter when 
the preacher attacked her pastime of 
crap^shDoling. 'He done finisfwd preach¬ 
ing and gone on to meddlin'. 

Mr. Packard hasn’t quite finished 
preaching for he blames this type of 
society for the breakdown in family life 
the pervasion of monetary standards ami 
the growth of ‘materialism". He bJamts 
it for juvenile delinquency and (he sur- 
rcdder of American soldiers in Korea. 

For the solution of the American prob¬ 
lem of waste he looks lo organisations 
such as Consumer Research and the 
British Standards Insritutioi^ and also 
to a growth of rrsponsibilily on the 
part of manufaclurers. He feels thal 
Consumer Research suffers from the fact 
that only those already aware of a need 
for consumer standards join it and the 
average shopper w‘il] always be at the 
mercy of ibe supermarket TV huckster. 

Packard feels that we should eullivaie 
a respect for ecology, which sounds like 
Malthusianism plus binh^control* He 
suggests remedies lie in cutting down 
work-hour^ Ihe advocates Galbraiths 
divorce 01 income from productivity!; 
elimination of the idea that leisure-time 
is the lime for consumption (restricting 
advertising by laxaiion); he hints ai the 
tnctiication of anti-machine thinking. 

He believes the energies of designers 
and manufacturers would be better 
served by introducing real innovations 
such as uUrasonic devices for cleaning 
and helicopters lo solvg traffic problems 
for example. He feels that ihere should 
be a transfer of labour to service indus¬ 
tries. 

Vance Packard"s greatest advocacy is 
of finding new' outlets for production. 
In this he again cites Galbraith’s ‘'public 
squalor and private affluence" and pumis 
out the need for slum-clearance, ccnvtr- 


freedom 


ThiE is a su.siained scream from wiihin 
the trap of civilisation. But it is hard 
to gel outside. Outside there is oniy 
the cold wind, the damp grass and the 
mud The night is black and hostile. 
Nature seems more alien perhaps to the 
civilised person, even the tamed and 
dodle nature of Britain* than it docs to 
the primitive, even though to him it 
ctmstltuics more of a threat. 

Human beings have lost the know¬ 
ledge of how to live, which h still 
possessed by the animals. The animals 
arc dying ouL but is noi man on the 
verge of doing the same? There are at 
present few hopeful sign.s. Children arc 
lortured into conformity. They die m 
spirit in iheir youth, live on in the Resh 
like zombies, do the world's work, and 
suffer sqimlidly In innumerable futile 
existences. 

Chnsiinc Billson writes with vigour 
and passion. If it is not the whole of 
reality (if it were I would turn in my 
C.N.D. badge!), at least it represents an 
aspect of ii, 

Arthuh W, Uloth. 


. -h . i 

for rai.,-niu«ki" ^ 
pacHton aiHl Hill tt, 

T.- do .11 

s^fv to bftak ... . 

vaMi r,' 

Padkiird'K cf ipii 

preaching for an-ndur ^ 

He itRlancev nil petv*tijr ; . 

radio, the rdiance >n amc ‘ ^ 

[he laith in icehncHog) s trrrr^ 
our sickness and ihc do-it yiHimK 
mem as a sign d 

He uiiEes the need for peaicr hi 
ttivd idealism, tkdwralion to 
cherished personal fmlr > 41 ^ 

tude to valut- oT personal p<- 
strongly held standard!* 
evil, and strongly held itandanf^ 
cc<-. and failure. 

He finally phtlivuiphiscs as to wi, 

It 1 really necc^ury for ’ slump 
war?! to be an Amencan prod ^ 
new wav of life 

This wfiucntiouv philmoplo^ing 
tinkering and 'meddiin of fit^ " 
di^" Vitiate the uiefulnej* of Pad 
diagncnii. ShofI of r more d£t:p 
revolution in wsv-x of Ihmkinf leadipi 
an anarchist form of wiciety n : 
possible to we any solution to ith; 
Icms of Persuaiion, Status afwl v 
ably posed bs Mr Packard 

f.t 


SUCKED IN 

THE PRESS 

SULUBtUnOR SELL OUT? 

"Let's face 11 , w-e got sucked m j; t 
badly on this oik. ’ 

With juu a (ouch of biuerne- 
voice, a veteran U.S. newsman 
the coffee shop ol Miami ^ Hold 
Pom-Pla£i and confessed to one 
cardinal sms of his profevsion i^4 
bility. The reporter was trying 
plain ihe bombasric hcadlmes and^- 
buHcttni thai helped traniform .lu 
successful guerrilla landing m a C^i 
swamp into a grievous psychof- j 
defeat for the U S. 

The blunt truth was that seldom w*d 
recent years have 10 many oth 
sophisticaied fournaliiU been guilt> 
presenting so much inaccurate infow 
tion to so many imprcwionable 
around the world, With a virtual bl. 
out of hard news from Cuba iiself 
squads of rcpofieri who converged 
.MLami as well as hundreds more bat- 
New York and 'ik'ashiniion, filled 
vacuum wiih rumours (or "fKifa.i ax 
Cubans call Iheml. From the moitk^ 
when Francis L McCarthy of LPI fir ■ 
ed the rtewx that "Cuban rebels lovaddl 
their homeland by air and sea (oday ord 
90 miles from Havana" until the iim 
gloomy press conference at which DrJ 
Jose Mtr 6 Cardona admitted the grave 
defeat infiided on the anti-Castro fort. 
ihc reporters were grapplmg with a sIut/ 
they could neiihcr see nor feel nor even 
imagine. Feeding on the wishful lire 
of the Cuban exiles ttlUercd through one 
official Madison Avenue public-relaiiOTH 
outfit and a host of unofficial spokes¬ 
men) they not only blew up a guerrilla 
landing operation into a full-scak *" 10 - 
vasion" hut subs^M^uenUy told the world 
that "the laic of Pines has fallen ' 

"the Cuban Navy has revolted” , . and 
rebel planes rard Havana" .A check 
would have shown that throughout the 
“invasion"* the Cuban Army radio on 
the hJe of Pines kept reporting every 
half hour; ‘Still nothing new,') The 
headline wTiters didn't help the situation 
either. On the morning when the rem 
nanii of the landing force were making 
0 dismal retreat into the hills, the Nev; 
York Daily New^ trumpted that ftEBELS 

1 st OBJECTTVE H.sS been ACHlEVm 

/jV the MIDDLE: And >ct to what 
degree was the press really to blame for 
the magnitude of the American propa* 
ganda defeat." 

The best answer is that the nerwsmen, 
like many other people, became pawns 
in the intensifying contlici between Wash¬ 
ington and Havana. *'As 1 see u ‘ ex¬ 
plained one knowledgeable reporter, “we 
were being used by both sides in tb - 
mess. Castro, once he realized how 
really puny this operation was. probaol> 
reasoned that the more the Amencaii 
papers made of the story, the bigge# 
would be his inevitable victory. The 
aiiacking forces obviously hop^ that 
the news of a. nia^r invasion woUiJ 
touch off a full-scale uprising ui Cub^ 
and so did our government tn Washing-^ 
Ion* By the time they realized they hri | 
guessed wrong about the revolution, it 
was loo laic. The world was convinced ' 
that there had been a major mvasn . ] 
and that Castro had won a great v icto:. 

"Many of us may have gone off tbd] 
deep end." said one ncwmtn. bui i 
can't help thinking that ai sonic po 
we were pushed ” AVii • . 
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iIGNPOST TO NOWHERE 


froirr pag© I 
ies concerned. U that' a satisfac- 
or\' '‘socialist"' soiutioa? 


this epoch of change^ to stand 
sdll is to decline'". In the con- 
?tt in which the L.P. refer to 
3ge'\ that is changing techni¬ 
cs, new gimmicks, sales talk, etc., 
is a myth assuming we are talk- 
in terms of people and not of 
asioess and finance. They lament 
^e fact that our road system is 
iitiquaied"' but proudly point to 
bievements" which are the result 
State-subsidised research: 

pel aircraft would not have been pro- 
wit hout a massive inveslmerTt of 
blic money, or letcvision witbom the 
nt enterprise of the Post Office and 
B,B,C, The National Research De- 
opmenl Corporafion, set up by the 
our GovemmerL has sponsored the 
Justrial dcvclopmcnl of scores of new 
entipns. amoDg them the Hovercraft 
advance electronic brains and 
^tal computers. . . . 

those of us who prefer the 
itry lanes to the motorways, who 
^e no inchnaiion to travel by jer 
□ss the channel in a hovercraft, 
haven't found the time to look 
and who prefer to use tbeir 
, brains rather than an electronic 
to work out oui problenas .. . 
we standing still, poor back- 
ismen in decline? 

iut of course these people are not 
[ 3 g in terms of people but of 
> System with the health of which 
Labour Party *'sociaJists'' are in 
respects more eoncemed 
Kan the iaissez faire Tories, Theii 
□e attempts to give more 
ability to the capitalist system no! 
fo abolish it: they object to the pre- 
social discrimmation in choos¬ 


ing the men at the top but not to 
the pyramid of power and privilege r 

With certain hencmrable exceptions, 
our finance and industry' need a major 
shake-up at the top. Too many Dircc* 
tors owe their position to family, school 
or political ccnnections. If the dead 
wood were cot out of Britain's board- 
rooms and replaced by the keen young 
executives, production engineers and 
scientists, who are at present denied 
I heir legitimate prospects of promotion, 
our production and export problems 
w'outd be much easier to solve. 

Higher Education, under the 
Labour Party plan, must be avail¬ 
able to all, for the good of the 
State I 

Children arc the natton^s most valu¬ 
able asset. What we spend on their 
schooling cams a bigger return in ibc 
quality of our national life than any 
other expenditure. This is more true 
than ever in the age of scientific revoiu- 
tion. when the improvement of our living 
standards and our survival as a free 
democracy depends upon the quality of 
otjf scientific, technological and techni¬ 
cal education. 

And whilst the shortage of places 
m establishments for higher educa¬ 
tion exists 

we must be sure uone of them are 
wasted; in particular. w*e must make sure 
that poor but able students are not ex¬ 
cluded from umversitjes by w-ealihier 
parents buying places for less-gifted 
children. 

So under a Labour administration 
one would replace the privilege due 
to wealth by a privilege of braijis. 
The injustice to the young people 
concerned, it seems to us. is as great 
under both systems, and it is only 
when one secs higher education as a 
vital aspect of the power- and/or 
economic- struggles that one can 
blithly advocate one injustice to re¬ 
place another and pride ooself witli 
being democratic I 


The Volcabulary of Insecurity 


'JHE Labour Party conoept of 
men are equal but some arc 
more equal than others’" emerges in 
the section dealing with New Needs 
in Sedial Security. The statement 
first complains that there are two 
standards of social security as a 
result of the various private welfare 
schemes which have been encour¬ 
aged by the Tories through geocrous. 
tax concessions to the firms con¬ 
cerned, They want to see this in¬ 
equality abohshed: ‘‘the privileges 
voluntarily conceded to some em¬ 
ployees must now be transformed 
into the right of every citizen^. So 
one of the first jobs of the “next'X?) 
Labour Government will be 

completely to recast the level of coir- 
tribuiiofis aj>d benefits in the Govem- 
raenr’s scheme, so as to achiev(F Labour's 
aim of ensorirTg that everyone gets a1 
least half pay on retirement . , . in rc- 
lum for contribuiing a percentage of his 
v^*age or salary towards superannuation 

On the question of National Jnsur- 
unce the statement declares that 

In the modern expandirig economy, 
fiat-rate contributions are out of date. 
They arc a poll tax whkh lets the pros- 
perous off lightly and imposes an un/u^t 
burden on the igwer paid worker. We 
must now move foiy^ardL m tlie case of 
sickness as well as of old age pensions^ 
te a new graduated system, in wNcft 
hi^nefifs nre ^^age^regidtrred tmd cantri- 
buitons are paid as a percentage o/ eam^ 
Ings, (Otir italics). 

Again one injustice has been re¬ 
placed by anoihor- That the lower 
paid worker should contribute the 
same amount as the business execu¬ 
tive toTnsurance schemes and draw 
the same benefits seemed unfair to 
the Labofir Party socialists. To 


remedy this they propose a gradua¬ 
ted contribution based on a worker's 
earnings so that (he lower paid will 
contribute less than the highly paid. 
But when it comes to benefits these 
arc based on their earnings so lhai 
differentials which existed be¬ 
tween them duri^ their working 
ZLves are applied in sickness and in 
old age! Is this socialism? 

The Labour Party’s plan for saving 
cartalism is a simple one. In the 
early stages of their ‘‘national plan’’ 
capital investment and exports 
would have to be given priority. 
^‘Economic growth^ must be achie¬ 
ved without infiation. This demands 
“seif-discipline'' by the people, 
which, though they don't say so in 
so many words means a curb on 
wage demands and on profits and 
tax evasion. So long as the people 
are “satisfied that both benefits and 
burdens are being fairly shar^” 
they will show the self-discipline 
ne^ed to restore the old countiy to 
its former glory! 

* 

would be the last to deny that 
the Labour Party statement 
does contain interesting factual 
material on the Land racket, on 
education, on tax evasion, on the 
distribution of wealth which is im¬ 
pressive. What we fibad much kss 
impressive is the Party's claim to 
put things right if they win the next 
election. Apart from being tempted 
to ask why they didn't do something 
about these problems during the 5 
years when they were in office it 
would be interesting to know how 
Cofrtifmed on page 4 


tF Les Srqttejafnfs tfAfUfnfi —the latent 
^ play by Jeon-Pauf Sartre v^hEcb 
been running: in Londen rcocnily under 
the tttlc A/rnmt and baj; been published 
under ihc title —hxid been 

submitted t<> any theatre manai^cmenf or 
publishers editor by an unknown wrrict. 
it would have Ecne straight iTUo the 
waste-paper basket. The only reason 1 
can think of for seeing or reading it i$ 
that it was wriuen by Sartre Cor so we 
arc told) and is therefore a frightening 
Dbieci lesson in the decay of literary 
talent and incidcutany m the willingnesLS 
of critics to be taken in by nonsense— 
what old Bent ham would have called 
"nonsense upon stilts". 

.Not that the situation of the play is 
ncccssaniy nonsensical. Von Ccrlach is 
a rich ship-owner who lives outside Ham¬ 
burg at AJtona (Altoira is actually part 
of Hamburg, being its main railway ter¬ 
minus, only two miles from the city 
centre, but never mind); he is dying of 
cancer and proposes to leave the family 
business to his wea,kcr younger son. 
Werner, on condition that he fives in the 
family house. Werner's wife. Johanna, 
objects because she dcesn*t w'ant to be 
mi.\cd up with the skeleton in the family 
cupboard — the stronger elder son, Franz, 
who has shut himself in a room upstairs 
since 19^6. He won't see his father, he 
h looked after by hjs sister Leni. and 
he is off his nut. 

Fair enough. This could be either a 
realistic study of a post-war German 
family with a schizophrenic black sheep 
(sometbing like Drfitii o/ u Saksmnr? or 
Car on n Hot Tin Roof) or an allegory 
of defeated power and guilt and the 
human condition in general (somcihing 
like Oedipuy or Endgame), or more speci* 
fically a study of war and responsibifily 
(someth ing like Sergeant Mt/sgmvffn 
Dance or The AndersonviUe Trial). But 
in the existentialist tradition it tries to 
be everything and ends by being nothing. 
The characters are all puppets except for 
Franz, and S&rtrc lacks the creaUve 
touch that might have brought him lo 
life, TTic langnacc i,s neither poetic nor 
realistic—it is simply rhetorical, and only 
a genius can prevent rhetoric in English 
from collapsing into bathos. Perhaps it 
sounds quite good in the original French, 
but Justin O'Brien's translation sounds 
like a three-hour parody, symbols clash- 


TALKING 
SYMBOLS 

ing together in a sort of "IS12 Overture 
of our time. 

No doubt the father is a symbol :f 
the German past, but his impending 
death docsrf't move me cither as a per¬ 
sonal or as an historical disaster; no 
doubt Werner is a ssTnbo! of the German 
future, left high and dry by the passing 
of those who came before him and the 
rivalry of those vvho bully him, but he 
k quite colourless. No doubt Johanna 
and Leni arc symbols too^—they can 
hardly be designed ax real people—but 
1 haven't the slightest idea what they arc 
meant to symbolise, unless it is Fate 'U 
Woman perhaps. 

The real interest of course is rricant to 
lie not in the family bickering down, 
stairs but in Franz raving upstairs. He 
is a symbol of the Gemtans who fought 
in the war (and the French who are still 
fighting in .Mgeria, 1 suppose}; and also 
of the common man of our century, 
But even he fails to convince me, 
whether as a symbol or as a man. He 
talks to imaginary crabs who w-ill in h^s 
fantasies inherit the earth from homo 
faptenxi he records his self-accusations 
and defence on a tape-recorder; he sup¬ 
poses (or wishes) that Germany has been 
destroyed by the Allies: he h ashamed 
of doing nothing to prevent the Nazi 
atrocities, but later it urns out that he 
commiued one himself. All this might 
have been good, but in fact it is thor¬ 
oughly tedious. Sartre h so incapable 
of maintaining our interest in Franz that 
be shows us Johanna replacing Leni in 
his affections (oh yes. there’s a dash of 
incest to give the play spree), and the 
two women come in alternately to break 
the monotony of Franz's delirium. When 
this fails to keep us awake, there's a 
great deal of shoutirrg and throwing of 
wine-glasses and oyster shells (supplied 
by Cunninghams Oyster Ears Ltd.) to 
give the impression of passion, or some¬ 
thing, In the end Franz comes down¬ 
stairs and drives off with bis father into 


The 
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!hc ESbe " 

drew), and Lo”' S' 

"oora. ^ ^ _ 

^ he messages *Jy thtck 
are sll in prisons Itkc ^ 

Euilty like Franz, We are .tI' yt" ‘ 
dre like FmitE and his ’ expect 

there are dozens t missed. But -here arc 
some good things. The ironkai remitrk? 
about Germany's recovery since vre 

good for a 'augh (uniit the jnhun'an c,v 
istcniialist slogan Loier nvn.v chokes it 
in our throat) and in one of the f;ither's 
speeches achieves a certain eloquence. 
,^nd some of Franz's decTamations to 
the crabs of the thirtieth ceniurv have 
real majesty and must sound magn.ificcnt 
in French, But on the whole what awful 
bosh the whole thing is! li ijs all ^ 
told and contrived, and the upper-crust 
English voices make it even worse; only 
Franz is ai all well acted (by Kenucth 
Haigh. the original Jimmy PufterT'. and 
Claire Bloctm and Diane Cilcnto are 
terrible. In a good play the dialogue 
emerges from the situation and the 
emotion emerges frs>m the diLiloguc; in 
Attona the situation, the dialogue and 
the ems^tion are separate and equally 
artiheiaL Samuel Beckett wrsMc IVmung 
for Gotiot as a treati.se ou boredom; sit¬ 
ting through Alfona is an un intentiorial 
e.xample of boredom. Hell Isn't other 
people, as Sartre pretendA—it is talking 
gibberish in solitude, like Franz von 
Gcrlach and JeaTt-Paul Sartre, without 
love. hate, or even much lauchicr. m 
abstractions, N.W. 


LAG SUMMER SCHOOL 

The LAG Surnmer School will be held at 
.Man Alton's (Little Marshfoot Farm. 
Mill Road, H,ai]¥:ham. Sussex) from 
Saturday, August 5th to Monday August 
7th under canvas. The cost will be 35/- 
per person fchildren pro rata). Deposit 
with booking 10/- per person. 

The theme for this year is "Anarchism 
and Respectability" and the spcakcis 
will be: Alan A!bon. Colin Ward and 
Bob Green, 

Enquiries and Bookings (plus deposiU) 
to: Mary Stevenson, 17a Maxwell Road. 
S,W,6.. dosing date Friday. July 14th. 
Further details will be circularised to 
interested comrades. 


(^NCE upon a time, there lived high ir\ 
^ a mountain vaUey a great com- 
miuiity of bears. They had discovered 
many different ways of securing their 
Deeds, and it appeared to the casual 
view of the migrating birds which flew 
over the valley, that they were really the 
mosi fortunate bears in the world. 

However it was not all that it appear¬ 
ed on the surface of things, and they 
were not so easily provided for its 
imagined. Most of them worked long 
hours each day collecting the berries 
and. gathering the honey, which always 
l^rought in the latter case, strong and 
painful attacks from the bees. Others 
bad discovered ways to trap fish, and 
there were some who searched the 
places where the sweet roots of the 
wsi^r lilies were to be found, and col¬ 
lected them in bundles. 

Now most of the bears lived from one 
rising of the moon to the next, for at 
each new moon-rise the chief bears 
would give them moderate portions of 
the berries and fish, and a sn^al! one of 
honey and promise them the same ra 
the following moon-rise if they collected 
the food as before. They received no 
water lily roots for 'They were not good 
tor the working bears* constitution" said 
the chief bears and thus kept the roots 
lor themselves. Some of the working 
bears^ who had tasted the roots, grum¬ 
bled about this, but as the chief bears 
said that they knew what was best, it 
was generally accepted. 

The chief bears lived in the larger 
caves, allowed themselves more fish and 
berries and considerably more honey 
than the working bears, but they proved 
this was fair, because of the responsi- 
biiity involved and also because it had 
always been that way as long as any 
bear could remember. "Always there 
have been chief bears who get more, and 
always there have been working bears 
who get less, therefore it must be the 
way of life." But they added that any 
bear could becoine a chief bear if he 
wished, all that w'as necessary was lo 
work hard and obey the rules and in 
due time he would be recognised. This 
they said was freedom for it proved that 
nobody had to stay where they were if 
they didn't like it and further they added 
that any bear who said this was not so 
was lazy and should be ignored. This 
was the kind of thing that was being 


Ue Bears 


said by the black bears out on the plains, 
and cvcrx’One knew that they were a bad 
lot, and would come in time to a bad 
end. 

In some seasons the bears, by hard 
labour would collect more than could be 
used and where this collection matched 
with good natural conditions, then there 
would be a great surplus and every bear 
.at first would look forward to additional 
berries and honey, and some would think 
about the possibility of giving what they 
still had as surplus to the same bears 
who lived on the other side of the 
mountains, and who w-ere knowm lo be 
often short of food. Often as not how¬ 
ever the chief bears would be disrnayed 
M this great supply of food and would 
point out that tbe^ were evil times and 
that unless things improved and there 
was a drought or a war or some other 
catastrophe, then there would be no 
work for anyone, and if work¬ 
ing bears vveren’t working then they 
could hardly be given things to eat. As 
for the others over the mountain, as they 
did not have anuhing to exchange for 
the lood then it would hardly be pos¬ 
sible to give away good food, "Who," 
they said ''will pay for it?" “Biit trust 
us," said the chief bears, '‘we will 
struggle with the problem, w'c will stand 
by our slogan, that 'all working bears 
must work'." 

So they made laws that provided pun¬ 
ishment for those bears who collected 
too much fish for the time being, and 
strangely organized more bears to col¬ 
lect the water lily roots, which they ex¬ 
plained was 10 give, to another group of 
bears living over the other side of the 
river and who had a special kind of 
syrup, which they gave in exchange and 
which was very^ good for the chief bears 
a.s it helped them to think even more 
clearly. Then they came to a final great 
decision and solemnly emptied much o( 
the surplus into the river. This they 
said '‘was for the sake of the economy': 
As none seemed to know what this won¬ 
derful new word meant Ihe plan was 
accepted as probably just and wis^. 

By and by some of the bears who 


were Out of work and living in damp 
and draughty caves w'ith their wives 
and cubs began to think about ibis sur¬ 
plus going to waste and how it might 
be an idea to collect for themselves so 
that they would not go hungry in the 
future. When the chief bears heard 
about this they were very annoyed and 
snid that this was a selfish and unbear- 
likc spiriL that judgments of this nature 
were their corKcrn and that working 
bears should stay within tbeir station of 
fife. Further they hinted darkly, most 
of the berries, honey and fish, belonged 
by right to them and any bears that went 
collecting for themseKcs should be wary 
that they did not trespass or they could 
be in ^rious trouble, 

As some bears took no notice of the 
threats but began trying for themselves, 
large notices were placed on trees warn¬ 
ing everyone that any bear w-ho was 
found doing this would never be allowed 
to work for the chief bears again as they 
were endeavouring, by behaving In this 
way. to take away the chief bears' legal 
rights, and thus were really trying to 
destroy the community of bears. Some 
were frightened by this and went quietly 
back, others however continued in their 
o\w way and there arose in time great 
speculation and ferment about, this idea 
of working and creating for themselves. 

The chief bears grew to dislike the 
idea more and more and constantly 
found ways of proving how absurd it 
'was, how unbcarltke. etc. They tried 
bartishiTig some bears and placing others 
in hollow trees for punishmcni for l.isien- 
iog to the nonsense and threatened ail 
kinds of terrible things to the others who 
listened to the lies being spread about 
by undesirables. 

All this of course happened a long 
time ago. but bears will be bears and X 
hear tell that there is still trouble going 
on today in the valley. There have 
been some pretty furious fights and l 
hear great efforts are still made by the 
chief bears to hold their position and 
they still still want trust, justice and 
their legal rights. But the other bears 
have begun putting notices up on the 
trees and one little notice they prepared 
has come out of the valley, it reads: 

"Watch out for the bear who insist 
that things are ‘Unbearfike’. They pro¬ 
bably have their paw's in the honey." 

K-S. 
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4 Difference of Degree P 


S Ht}OTlNG sm dcphanfii may nm Ht: 

A% bad a* cxierminaling the whi>k 
ipccic:^. and ^ helper sbaoifng six human 
hcmg 5 ]» as had as exterminating the 
riunmn race h dtmcuH to iudge To '►ay 
that jl ii. is to be greeted with dies of 
incredulity at one\ fanatkisiit. hul the 
fati i' ilut. as the Cfimese ptwm suiv 
“(he Ihousanii nnk journey begins wiih 
one footftep", and if one consents to 
the kibtng of six- by **haTd iiccir»sity"' 


Signpost to 
Nowhere 


Contrnued from pa go 3 
iJic> would propose to both co- 
operate with and curb the directoni 
of the few hundred great combines 
who today, lo quote the L.P. sUte- 
ment, '‘dctermiiie between them 
what Britain should produce'*. 

As their ptwi;r increases, men. 

together wilh the Directors of ihc jead 
ins imurance comparjks. are usurping 
the funecton^ of a Government which is 
theoreticalty responsibk U> the whole 
people . . . The fpcc'cnterpriiie systent 
provides no check to this dangerous 
trend [of take-overs], far from restrain¬ 
ing it, the record of the Tones h one of 
retreat from government b\ Ministers 
responstbJ'e to Parliament into govern' 
meni by bOtirdroom?, responsible lo no 
one 

We have always maintained in 
these columns that the real rulers 
of the country are not to be found 
on the Government benches. The 
Labour Party record in government 
and its statement in opposition are 
far from convincing arguments that 
in office they would be any more 
successful Bui if they succeeded in 
establishing themselves as the effec¬ 
tive government even mcire reason 
for the working people of this coun¬ 
try 10 doubt that any government 
can 5 er\’e the people’s true interests. 
For the greater the power of the 
government the less say have the 
people in their own affairs. 

Fyll'employnient. social security 
in sickness and old-age, opporlunity, 
these arc words which belong to the 
vocabulary of the insecure sociely 
oi capitalism. Leisure, freedom, 
struggle, living, belong to a different 
language which no government 
w hatever its complexion or the pro* 
mises it makes, can provide. To 
move from a sociely in which pro- 
duciion is for profit or U geared to 
liic policies of State, to one in which 
ii is based on needs requires more 
ilidfi a change of government The 
Labour Pany statement reinincls us 
that 

the tap I p«f cent, of tlio pupulatiou 
owns nearly half the nation's privau: 
weaJib and property . . In o^cr 
£6.000 milfions were made in uniixed 
capital gains. 

To dislodge such privilege re¬ 
quires someihing more radical than 
a change in government personnel. 


ctl course, it Hi u tala fly easy slep trj 
proceed to ihc killmg of twelve ncxi 
lime "luird necessity” itself 

If twelve. wb> mil iwcnty-foiiTV And 
sLi tin J bfiievc I hat if the recent wu i 
had gtioe on tong enough one stdr ot 
HlUIt w%ndd have ended by using nuclear 
wejponi. [u wipe compkU'!; 

out. The All lev would have cxicrmifia 
ted the (icrman nation. ii thingv had gol 
[o tins pitch, including r,lie iewv in the 
canip>. who could not conceivabb been 
rescued. 

1 da not know what logic Eichmann 
used to ju-iiify hiinsieif. Bui the tact 
lhal one has killed one human being, or 
ii\ niiilion, docs not imfify continuing 
lo kill The fact that one has done evil 
iiT the past iv no reason to go on doing 
it. One should vtop and turn towards 
doing good. 

S.F. assumes thui no one hut himvclf 
(and Ihose who ag.ree with hi ml have 
thought the problem out, or are engaged 
in thinking about it now. But. for hii 
informal ion. those who hold to the prin¬ 
ciples of ihe rejection of violence and 
authoritarianism have usually cunte to 
ihetf position after many years of wor¬ 
rying the problem out, and they do not 
lind it an easy position to hold. The 
principicv of compkle non-violence and 
nofi-authoniarianism are exiremeiy difh- 
cull to put into practice But then, 
things that are w-orth doing arc not 
necessaniy easy, At all events, it re 
quires as much effort to maintain thi^ 
position us it does to maintain Ihc 'Tcla- 
tivist " one that S.F. adheres lo. 

S.F. writes, ”1 cannot recall when the 
English were ever per.vccutcd because 
they were Englishmen, or for lhat mauer 
the Germans as Germans or Russians 
as Kussians ad tn^niram. .Mmorilies have 
all their fair share of pci-secution when 
they are alienated from Iheir geographic 
home. But at least integration wiih th* 
indigenous populalion offered succour 
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tind refuge Tbii cannof be claimed for 
rhe lews., who either Jidrii want to or 
were nol aElowed thj* faciliJi.'* 

Though (he ErtgJish GermaOk and 
otber-v were ntil iperfvecyled for ihcir 
nxmonidny. large number* of them have 
been persecuted for oihcr foi*onv 
Women have for cemwncs been tubjected 
to cruelty and humdj;itioii vmply be- 
cauie i^f their vex. (hough I do not vup 
P**vc anif were acluallj killed for (ha! 
reason alone Bui in the la*i few cen 
tufies people living jn differcni part* oi 
Europe have been exterminated hecauw 
ihcy were hcreticv. wnches. aristocrai^ 
.V)o*|cms. Lombards, gyp^iev. radicals 
peUt bourgeois, kulaks. Memhevik* 
Whites, anarchists. Bohhevik*. pea*afit 
u; davc rebets. Irishmen, Highlander* 
Crimean Tartars, the list is cndkvs, 
most terrible pcrvecutiom were carried 
out by CathoJici against Protestants. Pr.>^ 
testanu against Catholics, and CaHinjvt* 
against bcHh. In all these cases a large 
number of the siciims cither did not 
want, or were not allowedl. to inlcgraie 
ihemsdves with the general population. 

The Jewish pei>ple luive been high up 
on the list of sichms. hoi it is noi true 
that their situation way utterly hopdes*. 

1 will mcnlion later some cases ot geno¬ 
cide that were eon] p lei dy successful. 
Quite u number of Jews escaped from 
Hiller's empire, and a great many more 
wAiuld have done so if Ihe peopicv of 
Europe had really cared abou; it 

It seems to me that we arc ccnnng up 
against the question as to whether what 
wc are concerned with is the wiping out 
of large numbers of people, or with the 
wiping aui of a pcapie. To my mmd. 
fanUiy ridden as it if, the diftinciion is 
merely aeadeniie. Bui I can see that to 
some people it is real enough. To me 
the destruction of British arKi German 
cities by bimibing were ads equally 
abominabEe as the putting of people iruo 
conceniration camps. True enough, geno¬ 
cide by bombing is a less dKcieni metbt»d 
lhan genocide by rounding up and herd¬ 
ing into camps. Bui il is stilt genocide, 
if you mean by that word the slaughter 
of targe masses ol people. 

However, perhaps to S.F.. on the 
analogy of thi; ekphanis, it is mou* 
airocious to wipe out six million people; 
i/ iftat ntearts ivipvig f*Hf an enlir. 
etdrurt *, than to kill off ihc same number 
of people if it mearti simply individluaU 
of diircreni cultures, which cultures re 
rruiin themselves unharmed. Say for ex 
ample, 2 niilhon Russians, 2 nullion 
Poles, I million Magyars and I minion 
Scots, This would not be so bad m 
killing' 6 million Magyars anti wiping 
out the race entirely. To me this dii- 
linciion is vaJudeis. The sutTering of 
the poor devils is ;usl as great whoever 
they are. 

Bui semanljcally speaking, it would 
probably bo more correct to use the 
term ”gcnadde ‘ only for such crimes 
a.v (he killing off of the Tasmanian 
blacks by the English, or the total ex¬ 
termination of the Arawaks if> the West 
Indies by the Spumardst, fl 2 million 
djed in a generation, according to 
Charles Duff in his book, f/ie Truth 
A bom Ccdumbu'il 

I do not accept this distinciion as 
having any moral validity. Humanilv is 
always producing new cullurest. Us 
viiaihy is boundlesa. To me the wTong 
lit'S in the destroying of human life, the 
pain, the fear, the humiliation and the 
general su Bering involved. For that 
reason. J cannot pick and choose be¬ 
tween governmenu, because they are all 
habic. when driven to it to practise 
mass-slaughter (Jf jt is true that the 
British and American governnienis re 
fused to allow some German Jewish 
refugees info their countries before the 
la it war. as | have heard, then ihey were 
a-; guilty, in regard to those people, a* 
the German government which 
directly reapon^jhle for killing thenif 

ST, says (hat it is impossible to argue 
with one "who refuses to acknowledge 
detail '. I Irealcd him railier cavalieri; 
in my previous klter. because f xvas dr 
volin^ most of my time m another 
article, I apologise. Nowever his 
sneerine final paragraph h oniusiified 
I ceriainly see equal danger from a bow 
and arrow as from an atom bomb, tf 
S F. will read H G. Wells' Outihtc of 
Hhtory, he will find that the massacres 
eommiitetl b> the Mongolian hordci 
were carried out whh hows and arrows, 
in mannw unrivalled I ill Hiikr. A 
nijc'erij bomb peiisuns iucurc generations 
i iO the wars and stiiughierings of anti 
quill have potHined men's minds, with 
an euiuafly deadly eftect.f 

FrincipJes are not paddings or form* 


ijf arirunKntatLve %Kofihiiin 4 l. t »m sure 
that B F. ha* hi^ prtm.-iplc\ «hM.b b.- 
wijuld not betray, or if he did he 
frtl ai *en*r of ihajttir. juvi ;t% much at i 

Hit very 'Vclabsism" is a ptir,viplc i • 
which he IS faithful There can be no 
quarrd aboul the saiidii> of adhering 
to princtplci, dnee evirrybodj ii bound 
lo do 5 W*, unlc»* he I* an imbecile in 
extp:it;le of ab*(racT ihuufhi. who it 
timpty ar»mrc of sights, sounds. wieUt 
and hungeri. 

I believe that the prinapEe of accept- 
ing gentler yovernments raihcr lhan 
Opposing all gosernmijnts ts a bad one 
b^use (he gentler governments hase a 

r of changing rheir 
remarkable rapidity And th^n uin' finds 
sineself supportifig psilicies that a shor! 
lime before One would atber hate djeJ 

fSMn SAinkSCfil lu. 

1 hclicvt that a- an aiicMMlise 
leliing on ihc protection oi g, .crnnv-i; 

I am thtflklng in parlicular in. 
Scvtind U urld War period btu the app! 
cation •% untsei'^a). wc ihnutd deseiop 
some (orrti of non-s»oleni wuiiar; 

I Richard Grc«g tn the new cdilu^G r' 
Thr S f*n-l ;i-iVnr-'. describct 

non- 1 orient resistance movememv m Ihe 
Scandinaviart countries during the vsan 
I ihink that the menu imponant thing for 
m to engage ourselves tn is the study of 
means of opposing tyranny, Comnum 
ism. revived Nazism Western mihlamir. 
by non-violem meant. This is of cour»c 
going off on another subieci. arul a 
one at lhal Bui I wish to point out 
thui tliere may be a practical and cvfi 
struclive allernatisc supportirtg *tbt» 
bad aguin.st Ihe wone"* 

AtrtHifii UtofM 


ft E E P O M 

Cu-m/nun ^ 

-Joi oi 

eo« 5 „c ^ 

’I. tiTi'jJ.lfV 


nesulaliof» and i 
IS little ilUfereTscc 
aims erf Mr PmrXer and 5^ 




%rrse from the desetopmen; of 
fofcei rather than indivnlig^ 
and that xuiumation b> the 
uf drudgery and ustVeir- dfun, ,.^1 i 
the determining (actor tn lE^it 
I do apprecwie ihoutb tb»i m 
the E*enevolcn! ^'-sHct Su't. 

task is to advocate !is=Mt} aU Uiie 
and in dmnf iruvt that we arc 

, 4 n. Ii' lhal ovE tn ^ 

W 5 are all on cofDJnr^n 

\cmrs s:r.ereh 

y/ r,-, I 7 r,i 


SPAIN 1936 
Public Meeting 


F 5 >1 


*To make the dislirtciion dear. The cul¬ 
tures of the Ptcti and the Etruscans 
have vantshed from Ihc world, bui the 
descendants of Pictish and Etruscan 
people iXili nourish in Scotland and 
Italy, 

tin these cases (here was even levs 
chance of escape than for the German 
Jew 3 . These unfortunate pri mill vet 
had no people of their own race, in 
oiher countries, to vpcak for them and 
succour them. Nol a single devcerKiam 
Of theirs lorvives, 

^Whereas an animal species once des¬ 
troyed 15 gone for good. And wild 
animals in general arc dying out fast 
fOne might also advise perusal of the 
Did Testameni, where the massacres arc 
carried out wiih svMorcIs and spears. 
Our children's minds are still being 
poisoned by being taught to admire ihe 
ancient Hebrews. 
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L.A.G. C’enirjt l.iindtui meetings 
•^uspendcfl for Ihe time being pending itj 
bookiiTg of a new meethig-pbire. 


Common Ground P ffyde Park Meeting^ 


Dear Enitoas, 

.Mr, Parker apparently believes that 
individuals can determine ihcir economic 
condtion as individuals, t regard Ibis as 
being feasible only with individuals in 
assocaiion. 

I am sure that Mr Parker is nol him 
sell adviveating any syitem of laboii£ 
noies or works credit, reminiscent of lhai 
well known revolutionary, the late Mr 
Sidney Mebb. bin even thi^e, if work 
able, would still require association -M 
effort. As far th:.* authoritarian aspect 
of what Mr. Parker terms "the exclusi- 
vist approach", there are cenam things 
in life, eating, sleeping, breathing, etc., 
which are also authorilarian. and I for 
one will be content to aim at the elimi- 
naiion of human authoriiananism. the 
domi nation of one individual over 
anoihcf. or of groups over olhcrt. That 
variations may occur—indeed will occur 
il the necessity arises”!s accepted, which 
after all is in keeping with Mr. Parker < 


Every Sunduy ii( 3,30 iJf line) 
On ihi- Gmvv 


OFF-CENTRE 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS 


IM Thurvdnv of each month at 8 p.m at 
Jack and Mary Stevenson'' 6 Siainioa 
Rvmd, EnTield. .Middx, 

Ljyl ^^tdnesday of each month at ® pjn. 
at Dorothy Banxsi'^ 45 Twyford Avenue* 
Fortis Green, N,2. 

1^ Wednevduy of each month at 8 p.m, 
at Colin Ward's, 33 EUerby St reel, 
Fulham. S.V\,6. 

3rd Thursitay of each month at 8 p,m. at 
Donald Rooum's, 148a Fellows RcacL 
SwF&s Cottage, •S.W.3, 


Freedom 

The Anarchist Weekly 


BETTER! 


FREEDOM appears on the first three 
Saturdays of eadi month. 

On the hifit Saturday, we puhliili 

AN. 4 RCH>'» a Sl-page journal of 
anarchist ideas 0 8 or 25c. post free). 


£520 

£433 

£37 


V/£EK 26 

Deficit on *'Freedom" 
Contributions received 
DEFICIT 
Received June 25th to July 3rd 

LondDit; LO, 2/2- AuebUnd: KJ.M, 4 ] 
Lvads! S.L. Z - Cleveland: T. 4 D.H. il iE 
Coleman's HetcH; D.M,* £25: Wolverhamp¬ 
ton; J,G,L* 2 T WolverhamptoFi; J,K.v .‘ 
2 - Surroy: F.&.* £1/15. - Prestoni W.A.l. 
17/' London: A.S, O' Naples: L€. £i 0 
Rilburci: S- 14/8; Glasgow: iM* i 

Hailtham; LS. i ■; Bexley Heath: D,G. '0. 
London: P. & G,T,* S - Enfeld: J. 4 Fwt.S. 
10 ■ Salisbury: N,H. S/ Oxford: A- 

10/ ■ London: D-S, 5 Romford: ^ 

Sydney; T.McM. 10/-* Surrey: F.B/* 5 

Total 3S 12 4 

Rrevjouily aslnowladqed 457 I 2 


Postal Suhiicriptloi); Rales to FREEDOM 
and ANARCHY 

12 30/- tUJ. 4 SS.OQ, 

t mostiw 15 /- iiLSei 
J month) 8 /- (SI , 2 S) 

Special Siibscnpiiou Ratas for 2 copiei 
12 ttrti-Tths 41/' {tl.S. 4 Ca&tos 57 
4 monthi I2Ji tSUSO} 


AIR AIAIL Subscription Rates 
iFREEIMIYf by Air Mail, 
ANARCHY by Surface MaU) 

12 i^ontSt S 3 /- (U,S. 4 Cinad* Sa.'B. 


Postal Sub'tcription Rates lo FREEDOM 
only, 

I y«r m l?.r. |UA. ft S2> 

1 months 123 EtieejJ Vk (St SOI 

2 monthi IS 


Air Mail Subscription Rates to 
FREEDOM iinh, 

I t4U 40/. [Um 


f.Ot^ Mow, Order* bt 

-lide out to FRtEOOM ?StESS, cr«s#d */£ = 

iird ad'^revved lo the pidjUthen 


mi TOTAL TO DAT! E4B2 13 6 


•Dendtf 

GIFTS OF BOOKS; 


Ji- CrsniributOf . 
LondoR: A,F. London; 


FREEDOM PRESS 

17s MAXWELL ROaO 
LONDON, S.V.,6. EN6LAN0 
TsS; RENOWN 3736. 


r;.D. 


h» aniM Miitsrs. Laudas. 6J- 


RttUisftsd by FrHdon' I7i. M.iw,!' Mud. Lh-doi^ S wj 

























